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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SECURITY 

REF: STATE 212490; STATE 215467 

1 . IN CALL SEPTEMBER 2 ON MINISTER OF WORKS, POWER 

AND COMMUNICATIONS, WHO RESPONSIBLE FOR SWAZI AIRPORTS, 
CHARGE CONVEYED USG'S CONTINUING CONCERN ABOUT TERRORISM 
AND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SECURITY. NOTED THAT COMPLETE 
ABSENCE OF SECURITY MEASURES AT SWAZILAND'S ONLY 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, MANZINI, COULD BE ATTRACTIVE 
TO TERRORISTS DESIRING TO DRAMATIZE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
ISSUES. (FACT THAT MANZINI HAS NO TRANSIT FLIGHTS 
REDUCES DANGER SOMEWHAT.) CHARGE INVITED GOS CONSIDER 
POSSIBILITY OF INVITING FAA AIRPORT SECURITY SPECIALIST, 
WITHOUT PROMISING SPECIFIC TIMING OF VISIT. CHARGE 
URGED GOS ALSO CONSIDER RATIFYING 1970 HAGUE AND 
1971 MONTREAL CONVENTIONS THIS SUBJECT. EMBASSY 
APPROACH LATER CONFIRMED IN LETTER TO MINISTER AND 
NOTE TO DEPARTMENT OF FONAFFS. 

2. MINISTER SHARED USG'S CONCERN ABOUT POTENTIAL FOR 
TERRORIST ACTIVITY RELATED TO MANZINI AIRPOT, OWING 
HEIGHTENED WORLD INTEREST IN SOUTHERN AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 
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EXISTENT AND WELCOMED OUTSIDE HELP IN IDENTIFYING 
AREAS FOR REMEDIAL ACTION. (FYI, RECENT OFFICIAL 
EMBASSY VISITOR OBSERVED THAT SWAZI AIRLINE REP 
AT MANZINI CHECK IN COUNTER SHOWED NO PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN FACT THAT PORTUGUESE PASSENGER SLATED 
FOR MANZINWOHANNESBURG FLIGHT WAS CARRYING PISTOL.) 

3. FORMAL GOS RESPONSE TO EMBASSY APPROACH IS LIKELY 
TO BE ROUTINELY DELAYED. HOWEVER, RECOMMEND 
DEPARTMENT INFORM FAA OF FOREGOING AND SEEK ESTABLISH 
APPROPRIATELY HIGH PRIORITY FOR AFFIRMATIVE FAA REPLY 
IN LIKELY EVENT THAT GOS REQUESTS SERVICES OF AIRPORT 
SECURITY SPECIALIST. 

WACHOB 
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